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GENERALISATION 

of Orienteering maps



Why Generalise?







The reality of the world has to be 
shown on this globe. 

You cannot show everything.

It needs to be generalised.



You cannot show everything.



I should like to share with you 

some ideas I have for the teaching 
and demonstrating of generalisation.



It is not intended to teach  
cartographic and surveying 

techniques.



Cartography and Surveying

Most Federations will have access to books and 
documents in their own language to help tech 
cartography an surveying techniques.
Many will have copies of the IOF Specifications 
in their own language.
The IOF publishes a CD of the “IOF map 
Committee Instructors kit”



I would like you to consider the 
7  “S's” of generalisation

Scale and Symbols
Speed
Size 
Space
Simplification
Selection
Shape of ground





Perhaps it should be 8 

but I want you to consider  
Symbols and Scale together



The 7 S's of mapping

Scale and Symbols
Speed
Size 
Space
Simplification
Selection
Shape of ground



Symbols and Scale

You will all be familiar with this





Inside you will find  scales



The scale for foot orienteering maps 
is 1:15000

It is recommended that the scale of the base 
map for survey should be 1:7,500



 The dimensions of symbols are given 
for 1:15000 maps





Symbols and Scale

DO NOT CHANGE THESE



The 7 S's of mapping

Scale and Symbols
Speed
Size 
Space
Simplification
Selection
Shape of ground



Orienteering is a running sport

An elite athlete will run about 1km in  5 
minutes
this is

1 minute for 200m  



Try this

 



Try this 

What detail can you remember?



Try this 

What detail can you remember?



Now try the same through the terrain.

.



Try this 

What detail can you remember?



Speeed through the terrian.



Most mappers
 

will walk around the area surveying 
( field checking) at a much slower pace.

Be aware that you will see more detail 
than the fast moving competitor



Generalisation

There are many learned books about 
Generalisation.

It should be much easier for orienteering maps as 
they only use one scale and a prescribed set of 

symbols.


