EEGECS thematic Network

Working Group 1: “Undergraduate Education”

Minute of WG1 meeting 

2nd General Assembly

Valencia, February 21, 2004
Number of participants: 14 members

1. Presentation of new members participating in a WG meeting at first time.

2. New Chairman of WG1: Rosa Chueca (Spain, Polytechnic University of Madrid) was presented as new Chairman of WG, substituting Jesús Reyes (Hungary) from the 2nd year of activities.
3. Remaining activities from the 1st year.

a. The questionnaire for European institutions is still placed on WG site (http://lazarus.elte.hu/gb/dolgozo/jesus/eegecs/wg1.htm or http://lazarus. elte.hu/gb/dolgozo/jesus/eegecs/docs/finquest.doc) because the WG is interested to acquire the more complete and diverse information than we can obtain from the European higher education institutions. This questionnaire can be downloaded and filled if for any reason a WG member was not able to answer it during the last year or other European institution is interested to contribute to this survey with its participation.
b. All the WG members are asked to send their national reports about the education systems on Geodetic Engineering, Cartography and Surveying in their respective countries. The approved structure for these reports can be downloaded from our site (http://lazarus.elte.hu/gb/dolgozo/ jesus/eegecs/docs/report1.doc). This is not a rigid structure: any complementary information can be added to the report in interest of enriching its content. The deadline for sending the reports is May 1.
4. During the meeting was approved the questionnaire to send for institutions in other continents. This questionnaire can be also downloaded from the WG site (http://lazarus.elte.hu/gb/dolgozo/jesus/eegecs/docs/world-q1.doc). Jesús Reyes will send the questionnaire for all the WG1 members, asking them to send any proposal, opinion, etc before March 12.
a. The WG discussed about how to organize the sending of this questionnaire to the different institutions. Rosa Chueca (Spain) offered her collaboration to obtain from her colleague Pedro J. Cavero, Chair of FIG Commission on Professional Education, a list of institutions with email addresses to contact them. WG members will send to Rosa or/and Jesús  email addresses of their contacts in institutions out of Europe (before ending March) and the questionnaire will be sent after this date.
b. The WG will send a copy of this questionnaire for the EEGECS coordinator, asking him to place it to the EEGECS site. In this way we can offer also the choice to fill it interactively across the Web.

c. The final result of this survey is a report on study systems out of Europe.

5. Survey on groups working on curriculum development criteria for engineering studies and studies related to Geomatics, Cartography, Surveying, etc.
a. A preliminary list of international associations was placed to the WG1 site (http://lazarus.elte.hu/gb/dolgozo/jesus/eegecs/docs/intorgan.doc). We can complete it with other organisms, associations, research groups, etc. All the members all asked to send (using this email group) their proposals or/and the name of representatives from different associations who these members will contact to ask about these works. It is also important if national groups working on this theme are contacted by WG1 members in their respective countries, because these works can contain new and useful ideas that we could apply in our future tasks.
b. Each colleague (who has contacted an association, group, etc) should prepare a brief report summing up the obtained information about the activities of the group (is the research finished?, have made a report?, if it is not finished then describe shortly the actual situation, partial results, plans, etc).
c. The final result of this task is a General Report based on these brief reports.

6. Report on common elements and differences between European programs.
a. We can consider the report prepared to sum up the results of the 1st year the starting point to accomplish this task. The report should be completed using the new data to send before May 1, first of all including new analysis based on the different national reports. This report will be prepared by Jesús Reyes.
7. Open discussion on methodology for comparing degrees.

a. WG members decided to collect all the information related to the research on this theme. All the members are asked to send this information (reports, links to websites, etc) using this email group. 
b. We can ask also international (and national) associations and groups about their possible experiences on this topic when they are contacted by WG1 members to inquiry about their research on curriculum development criteria (see point 5).
c. Consulting Tuning Project website: A detailed document about the closing conference of this project was found on this site and a copy was placed to the WG1 website (http://lazarus.elte.hu/gb/dolgozo/jesus/eegecs/docs/ tuning.pdf). All the members are invited to read this document (138 pages) and to send their opinions about it using this email group.
8. WG1 meeting

Our colleague Jean-Jacques Derwael (Belgium) offered his help and assumed the organization of the next meeting in Antwerpen. The exact date for the meeting will be determined later, but at present we consider that it can be organized next September or October.

9. Others:

a. WG discussed about how our study systems are changing at present. This fact makes more difficult our work, because the content of our national reports can become obsolete in a short time. We should consider that these national reports are reflecting the situation of a study system at a determined date. The only one solution to keep timely (up to date) the national reports is updating it if we consider it necessary (and when we have a little free time to do it…).
b. We talked about how to indicate in the table of the questionnaire the difference between offered hours and the number of hours selected by the students. There is no impediment to indicate this difference: We can do it in diverse ways, for example using a symbol and specifying out of the table what this symbol represents, or writing with a different color the number of offered and selected hours, specifying apart the meaning of  the colors.
c. Use of EEGECS Discussion Forum: We will test how the Discussion Forum is working at present, sending some messages to this forum and checking how long time a message needs to arrive to the forum. If everything is working well, later we can organize a “virtual” meeting to exchange opinions about our tasks.

