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QUOTE 

"I like to make maps that draw people in so they can really study them,"  
Sean Hartnett, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire geography professor 
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/olympics/2012/08/10/marathon-map/index.html#ixzz245BWuSR8 
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 A STUNNING MAP and A STUNNING VIDEO 

 

Map organised by human activity. 

 
 
Since humans live on only a small percentage of the land in the world, maps that just 
show that physical space donôt really tell us much about how we live. These maps--
from a cutting-edge cartographer--do. 
 

 
 
Go to link:  http://www.fastcoexist.com/1680285/crazy-maps-show-the-world-organized-by-

human-activity#1 

 
Flight over America 
 

 
 
Go to link:  http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=KcuDdPo0WZk 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/1680285/crazy-maps-show-the-world-organized-by-human-activity#1
http://www.fastcoexist.com/1680285/crazy-maps-show-the-world-organized-by-human-activity#1
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=KcuDdPo0WZk


SPECIALISED CARTOGRAPHY - The London 
Olympics 

Mapping the Olympic marathon by elevation, turns, water 
stations 
By Nancy Averett, Special to SI.com 
 
 
Many runners, especially marathoners, have OCD tendencies. Few, however, feel 
compelled to know the exact elevation of every hill or the precise angle of each turn 
on the course. For elite marathoners though, like the hundred or so men and women 
from nearly 70 countries who will line up to compete in this year's Olympic 
marathons, this minutiae and more -- street names, course high and low points, 
mileage between drink stations -- can be key to winning a gold medal. 
 
 
The Olympic map, which Hartnett spent hours creating using both digital and paper 
sources is color-coded in the 2012 Olympic shades of yellow and purple. It includes 
turns and refreshment, sponge and misting station guides. It covers distance in both 
kilometers and miles and shows elevation variations in both meters and feet. 

 
"When I make a map like this, I start by thinking backward, éééééé. 
 
 
Go to link:  http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/olympics/2012/08/10/marathon-
map/index.html#ixzz245Ak2AUf 
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Mapping Olympic Venues in London 
PR Newswire 
LONDON, July 23, 2012 /PRNewswire-Asia/ -- 
 
How London has spent GBP12 billion to stage a remarkable 'city wide' Olympics of 
both historic architecture and state of the art design 
This Summer Games is unique in how London has combined its historic architecture 
and famous landmarks with new state of the art architecture to create an entire city 
as the home of this year's Olympics, as illustrated by this brilliant map of venues 
 

 
 
Go to link:  http://www.londontown.com/English/Olympic-Venues-in-London/ 
 

Mapping the Olympic Medals 
By thebear on 08/08/2012 in australia, bronze, China, cloud computing, data, data visualization, Gold, London, london 
olympics, maps, olympic medals, olympics, Russia, Silver, united states  
 

 
Click on the Map to Find the Gold (Silver and Bronze too) 
 
The Map uses a feed from cloud server application platform, heroku.com, that 
captures and feeds medal statistics into the map. 
 
Go to link:  http://ivn.us/relative-bearings/2012/08/08/mapping-the-olympic-medals/ 
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Telling thematic stories in ArcGIS Online 
by Kenneth Field on August 3, 2012  
By Kenneth Field (Research Cartographer), Damien Demaj (ArcGIS Online 
Cartography) and Linda Beale (Geoprocessing) 
 

 
 
From the blog: As the XXX Olympiad is currently taking place in London, UK we 
illustrated how alternative maps can be made to tell different stories of the relative 
success of nations over the period since the first Olympic games in 1896. 
This blog entry explores how the message of the map communicates a very different 
story depending on how it is designed. 
 

 
 
Thanks go to Damien Demaj for this input. 
 
Go to link:  http://blogs.esri.com/esri/arcgis/2012/08/03/telling-thematic-stories-in-
arcgis-online/ 
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Federer v Murray Gold Medal Olympics Match 
 

 
 
Above is one of the graphics that Demien Demaj (ESRI) is working on. 
 
Thanks Damien for this early report on your work. Future updates will appear on the 
blog at: http://blogs.esri.com/esri/arcgis/page/2/ 
 

LET THAT BE A LESSON TO YOU 

What Cartography Taught Me about Science Writing 

By Kate Prengaman | May 7, 2012 |  1  
 
Just like in journalism, the first thing one learns in a cartography class is that good 
maps tell stories. This semester, Iôm taking cartography and journalism 
simultaneously, and Iôve realized that the constructions Iôve learned for how to think 
about making maps actually make me a better writer. 
In cartography, they teach that maps gain their power through the process of 
abstraction. Abstraction is the process through which a geographic reality is turned 
into a representation, the map. In the process of making a map, cartographers have 
to decide what information to include and what to exclude, and this process creates 
an abstraction of reality that has more power and more functionality then the entire 
reality itself. 

 
Go to link:  http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/2012/05/07/what-cartography-

taught-me-about-science-writing/ 
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Why Thereôs No Such Thing as North and South 

By Davide Castelvecchi | September 12, 2011 |  5  
 
Our very definition of magnetic north is itself a convention. It would not be any easier 
to explain to an alien what we mean by north than it would be to explain our concept 
right-handed. 
We are accustomed to looking at maps in which north is up and south is down 
(although the North Pole of maps does not quite coincide with the North Magnetic 
Pole, which complicates things a bit). Maps point north perhaps because they were 
invented by people in the Northern Hemisphere, who may have found it convenient 
because they used the North Star for navigation. If you look at the North Star while 
holding up a map in front of you, it helps to be able to read the labels on the map 
without having to tilt your head. According to some, the tradition of putting north up 
and south down dates back to Ptolemy. 
But there is a perfect symmetry between the north and south magnetic pole of the 
Earth. Nothing moves preferentially from south to northïor from north to southï
except in our imagination. Auroras donôt happen any differently at the South 
Magnetic Pole than they do at the North Magnetic Pole. An alien arriving at Earth 
would certainly be able to measure the geomagnetic field, but from that he could 
never guess which way we have conventionally decided to point the arrow on our 
compasses. 
Go to link:  http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/degrees-of-freedom/2011/09/12/no-such-

thing-as-north-and-south/ 
 

The Arrow Points North: Directional Orientation in 
Antiquarian Cartography 
A regular reader of this blog (thank you) suggested I write on the topic of directional 
orientation in maps. Why are most maps oriented to the north? How did this practice 
originate? Is it necessary? Is it universal? The concept of a consistent northward 
orientation in all maps is neither as standardized nor as universal as it might seem at 
first glance. 
 
Go to link:  http://www.geographicus.com/blog/rare-and-antique-maps/the-arrow-points-

north-directional-orientation-in-antiquarian-cartography/ 

PAPER MAPS ï in support of 

London cops: use paper map, not smartphone to avoid 
phone snatchers 
Paper can't be traded in at Apple's Genius Bar. 
Liam Tung (CSO Online (Australia)) 
ð 20 August, 2012 13:39 
 
Smartphone mapping services are probably useful at Londonôs sprawling Notting Hill 
Carnival, but they also make users an easier target for thieves, says Londonôs 
Metropolitan Police.  
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People using their smartphones to find directions ñall too oftenò become victims to 
phone snatchers, according to the Met, which has advised the one million or so 
festival goers to use paper maps to navigate West London next weekend. 
 
Go to link:  
http://www.cso.com.au/article/433987/london_cops_use_paper_map_smartphone_avoid_ph
one_snatchers/#closeme 
 

Rare 19th century map of Jerusalem discovered in Berlin 
archive 
By Eli Ashkenazi | Jul.25, 2012 | 5:23 PM  
 
The map, sketched by a German tourist in 1823, is considered to be the 
second modern map of the city; 'It replicates the boundaries and key 
structures with precision,' says Israeli historical geographer. 
 

 
 
A map of Jerusalem that was drafted some 190 years ago by a German tourist was 
recently unearthed by two researchers ï one Israeli, the other German ï in an 
archive in Berlin. The map, sketched by hand in 1823, was discovered in the course 
of a study conducted in tandem by Israeli researchers and scholars at the Leibniz 
Institute for Regional Geography, in Leipzig, Germany. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d07e9748-da40-11e1-902d-00144feab49a.html#ixzz245VZVKNO 

 
Go to link:  http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/rare-19th-century-map-of-jerusalem-

discovered-in-berlin-archive.premium-1.453612 
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Mapping the price of atlases 
August 3, 2012 6:41 pm 
By Peter Temple 

©Alamy 
 
Maps and atlases lie at the junction between rare books and fine art, and are natural 
collectorsô items and potential tangible investments.  
But there are nuances in the market that take them beyond the normal 
considerations that might apply to books, stamps and other paper items. 
 
Go to link:  http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d07e9748-da40-11e1-902d-

00144feab49a.html#axzz245VThflC 

 

Are maps of paper on road to ends-ville? 
By  Barbara Rodriguez  
ASSOCIATED PRESS Monday July 23, 2012 7:39 AM  

 
 
In the old days, Dad would stuff a half-dozen maps in the glove compartment before 
setting out with the family on a road trip éééé. 
 
ééééééé. 
 
ñWith a GPS or other mapping system that you might use, you feel like youôre 
beholden to the GPS lady. You know? óTurn left here ð recalculating.ô Well, with a 
map, you can trace your route and you can decide for yourself still where you want to 
go.ò 
 
Go to link:  
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertainment/2012/07/23/are-maps-of-
paper-on-road-to-ends-ville.html 
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Business uses geographic mapping to increase business 
efficiency 
Needle Analytics takes statistics and customer demographics to show area 
businesses how to best market and advertise 
10:21 PM, Aug 12, 2012 
 
University of Iowa graduates Jacob Langenfeld and Riley Gardam started a mapping 
company that takes data and offers an overview map for businesses interested in 
how to best market their services. 
 
Go to link:  http://www.press-citizen.com/article/20120813/NEWS01/308130004/Business-

uses-geographic-mapping-increase-business-efficiency?nclick_check=1 
 

Sometimes, maps are better than GPS 
Tom Stienstra, Chronicle Columnist 
Updated 11:49 p.m., Saturday, July 21, 2012  
 

 
 
You can get the surprise of your life when you use an online-mapping service such 
as Google Maps or Mapquest. 
 
When I punched start and end points into Google Maps for a trip last week near 
Yosemite, the suggested route included a Jeep trail that was built in 1916-17 to 1913 
wagon-trail standards, has been closed to traffic since 1938, and now sits in 
designated wilderness open only to hikers and horses. 
ééééééééééééééééé 
 
The idea of depending on electronics as a safety net can leave you in a free fall. I 
always vet everything with detailed maps and love looking at maps and books. In 

http://www.press-citizen.com/article/20120813/NEWS01/308130004/Business-uses-geographic-mapping-increase-business-efficiency?nclick_check=1
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time, you can learn to read the land, and in turn, how to find water, the best routes 
and the best locations for campsites with scarcely looking at a map. 
 
Go to link:  http://www.sfgate.com/outdoors/article/Sometimes-maps-are-better-
than-GPS-3725735.php#ixzz248wNChwH 
 

CARTOGRAPHY in the NEWS 

 

Australia creates world's first continental-scale mineral 
maps 
August 8, 2012  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The world-first suite of mineral maps details the mineral composition of the surface of 
the continent. 
 
CSIRO scientists have developed software that transformed the data into a 
continent-wide suite of mineral maps that show information about rock and soil 
mineral components and provide a Google-like zoom to view images from thousands 
of kilometres wide to just a few kilometres.  

http://www.sfgate.com/outdoors/article/Sometimes-maps-are-better-than-GPS-3725735.php#ixzz248wNChwH
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(Phys.org) -- The world-first maps were generated from a ten-year archive of raw 
Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection (ASTER) data collected by 
NASA and the Japanese Governmentôs Japan Space Systems. 
 
Go to link:  http://phys.org/news/2012-08-australia-world-continental-scale-
mineral.html#jCp 

 
Google merges online and offline worlds in Maps 
AFP Aug 8, 2012, 09.30PM IST 
 
"Google has been about searching the online world, but most people live in the 
offline world, the physical world," Google Earth and Maps vice president Brian 
McClendon told AFP. 
"We want to be able to provide a map wherever you are going; a way to have the 
best answers for what is within walking distance and transmit them in a fast, 
interactive way." 
Google began tapping into collective knowledge for cartography in 2008 with the 
launch of a Map Maker tool in India, where details regarding streets in cities was 
meager to non-existent. 
"There were some places in the world where, even in big cities, the map was 
essentially a blank canvass," said Map Maker product manager James Kelly. "We 
have taken the tool from just adding roads to adding all kinds of features like speed 
limits and suitability for bicycles," he continued. "We also made it possible to add 
businesses and other points of interest." 
The tool allows people to update Google Maps to show local features ranging from 
bicycle paths and foot trails to parking lots or playgrounds. Verified or trusted editing 
changes go live in minutes and spread across the more than 800,000 websites that 
embed Google Maps. 
 
Go to link:  http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2012-08-

08/news/33101041_1_google-maps-map-maker-google-earth 
 

Wifarer Doesn't Just Map the Indoors: It Maps the Objects 
Within 
Posted on GigaOm  
By Kevin Fitchard on August 01, 2012  
 
Standing in front of that woolly mammoth exhibit, you might crave more information 
than whatôs printed on the display card at the stuffed beastôs foot. If you happen to 
be at the Royal BC Museum, in Victoria, Canada, though, you need only look down 
at your smartphone. 
The BC Museum is working with indoor-positioning firm Wifarer to not only map its 
floor plans but also provide a location-aware guide to its exhibits. Like Google 
(GOOG) and Microsoft (MSFT), Wifarer uses Wi-Fi fingerprinting technology to 
create its maps and triangulate a phoneôs location indoors. But the Vancouver-based 
startup is only using maps and indoor navigation as a starting point. 
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Tokyo professor creates digital maps of A-bombed cities 
The Hiroshima Archive can be found at (hiroshima.mapping.jp/) and the Nagasaki 
Archive at (nagasaki.mapping.jp/). The websites have already had more than 
600,000 hits from around the world. 

 
 
Go to link:  http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/people/AJ201208110014 

 
Tuvalu Visualization Project 

  
Tuvalu visualization project  
 
Go to link:  
http://article.wn.com/view/2012/07/14/NPOs_projects_seek_to_help_Tuvaluans_facing_global_warmi
ng_i/ 
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Largest 3-D Map of the Sky Released 
 
How does one map the sky? Itôs a daunting proposal to be sure and no Google cars 
or cameras are up to the task, but the team behind the Sloan Digital Sky Survey is 
making headway. The group, now in their third phase of research, recently released 
the largest ever 3-D map of the sky with some 540,000 galaxies. 
 

 
 
Go to link:  http://blogs.smithsonianmag.com/aroundthemall/2012/08/largest-3-d-
map-of-the-sky-released/ 
 

CARTOGRAPHY for MOBILE DEVICES 

Google upgrades Android maps as Apple battle looms  
August 15, 2012 3:57 pm  Å  Associated Press 
 
Google's mapping service for mobile devices is getting an upgrade as the Internet 
search leader braces for new competition from iPhone maker Apple. 
The improvements center on listings for public transportation options in nearly 500 
cities around the world. Wednesday's update includes suggested routes and 
departure times for more than 1 million stations worldwide, about 50 percent more 
than a year ago. At some stations, Google will provide indoor directions to help riders 
navigate the system. 
To highlight what it sees as a competitive advantage, Google is offering its latest 
improvements only on devices running its Android operating software.  
 
Go to link:  http://thetandd.com/business/technology/google-upgrades-android-maps-as-

apple-battle-looms/article_2c2f1ed4-fdf8-577e-8a8b-ba0235c67807.html 
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Navigation apps may be free, but portable GPS units still 
rule 
By Derek Fung   |   August 17, 2012    
 
It wasn't that long ago that for every car you owned, you had a street directory which 
you'd update every few years. For out of town or interstate trips, you'd pop down to 
the local branch of your state motoring association and pick up a few maps. It was all 
pretty simple until, ééééééééééé. 

 
Go to link:  http://www.cnet.com.au/navigation-apps-may-be-free-but-portable-gps-units-

still-rule-339341166.htm 
 

Janne Haverinen: Mapping the Great Indoors 
By Olga Kharif on August 09, 2012  
 
Even in an age of GPS-equipped smartphones, itôs tough to pinpoint your exact 
location inside a building or underground. Janne Haverinen says his IndoorAtlas 
software, which combines a mobile deviceôs internal compass with his proprietary 
indexing of indoor magnetic fields, wonôt lose track of users indoors or on the 
subway. 
 
Go to link:  http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-08-09/janne-haverinen-mapping-the-great-

indoors 
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http://www.businessweek.com/authors/1961-olga-kharif
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-08-09/janne-haverinen-mapping-the-great-indoors
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-08-09/janne-haverinen-mapping-the-great-indoors


CARTOGRAPHY - APPLICATIONS 

Google Street View of Antarctica 
August 1, 2012 | Google 
 
ñBack in September 2010, we launched the first Street View imagery of the Antarctic, 
enabling people from more habitable lands to see penguins in Antarctica for the first 
time. Today weôre bringing you additional panoramic imagery of historic Antarctic 
locations that you can view from the comfort of your homes.ò Quote from the official 
Google Blog. 

 
 
Go to link:  http://geology.com/news/category/maps.shtml 
 
 

Google Earth app for iOS updated with 3D maps, high-
resolution images 
 
While Apple gears up to replace Google Maps with its own mapping service on iOS 
platform, Google is stepping up its Google Earth app on the platform, updating it with 
new various new features such as 3D maps and a tour guide. Google is rolling out 
the update for the iPad 2, new iPad and the iPhone 4S devices. 

http://googleblog.blogspot.co.uk/2012/07/become-antarctic-explorer-with.html
http://geology.com/news/category/antarctic.shtml
http://geology.com/news/category/google.shtml
http://geology.com/news/category/maps.shtml


 
 
Go to link:  http://www.thinkdigit.com/Apps/Google-Earth-app-for-iOS-updated-

with_10304.html 
 

Esri and Microsoft to Provide Online Maps and 
Applications during Disasters 
Companies Improve Public Safety Information Sharing and Response Capabilities 
PR Newswire 
 
REDLANDS, Calif., July 23, 2012 /PRNewswire/ -- Today, Esri announced a 
strategic alliance with Microsoft to assist public and private agencies and 
communities around the world during disasters. Microsoft will display Esri public 
information maps on its cloud-based Disaster Response Incident Portal, as well as 
point citizens to the maps via its online outlets, such as MSN and Bing. Esri's ArcGIS 
integration within a number of Microsoft's disaster response management solutions 
will provide governments and leading aid organizations with a more comprehensive 
set of tools to address key challenges. 
 
Go to link:  http://uspolitics.einnews.com/pr_news/106621699/esri-and-microsoft-to-provide-online-

maps-and-applications-during-disasters 
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http://uspolitics.einnews.com/pr_news/106621699/esri-and-microsoft-to-provide-online-maps-and-applications-during-disasters
http://uspolitics.einnews.com/pr_news/106621699/esri-and-microsoft-to-provide-online-maps-and-applications-during-disasters


Mapping Tokyo's Train System in Slime Mold 
John Metcalfe 
Jul 23, 2012 
 
In the future, urban planners could lose their jobs to ultra-efficient slime molds. 
That's if the research of an international consortium of protist-obsessed scientists 
translates to real-life railroad building. For more than a decade, Atsushi Tero and his 
posse have been investigating the path-finding ways of Physarum polycephalum, the 
ñmany-headed slime,ò which survives by sending out tendrils in all directions in the 
quest for food. The unsuccessful tentacles wither and die, while the ones that locate 
a food source in the most efficient fashion grow fat and juicy. This setup produces a 
network of trails that just so happen to look a lot like your city's commuter-rail map. 
 

 
 
Go to link:  http://www.theatlanticcities.com/commute/2012/07/mapping-tokyos-train-system-slime-

mold/2679/ 

 

Aerial mapping of Dubai sites complete 

 
Sajila Saseendran / 14 August 2012 
 
Dubai has announced completing the ñofficialò versions of a high-quality aerial map 
of the emirate and a 360-degree Panorama Project of its historic sites, parks and 
tourist hotspots. 
A first in the region, the ñvirtualò projects ð similar to Google Earth, Bing Maps and 
sites offering 360-degree panoramic views of specific places ð are executed by the 
Dubai Municipalityôs Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Department and will 
help the authorities in updating database, planning and site inspections as well as 
generate more tourist interest. 

http://www.theatlanticcities.com/authors/john-metcalfe/
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/commute/2012/07/how-high-speed-rail-could-revitalize-northeast/2576/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physarum_polycephalum
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/commute/2012/07/mapping-tokyos-train-system-slime-mold/2679/
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/commute/2012/07/mapping-tokyos-train-system-slime-mold/2679/


 
 
The project will be published soon on Dubai Municipality website www.dm.gov.ae. 
 
Go to link:  
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/inside.asp?xfile=/data/nationgeneral/2012/August/nationgeneral_
August218.xml&section=nationgeneral 

 

Fujitsu uses image analysis technology to generate rice 
paddy parcel maps from satellite images and aerial photos  

August 17, 2012  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fujitsu uses image analysis technology to generate rice paddy parcel maps from 
satellite images and aerial photos Extracting rice paddy parcels from images of 
farmland. Fujitsu today announced that, in collaboration with the Federation of 
Hokkaido Agricultural Mutual Aid Association (Hokkaido NOSAI) and the Kamikawa 
Chuo Agricultural Mutual Aid Association (Kamikawa Chuo NOSAI), it will aid in 
creating maps of rice paddy parcels using proprietary Fujitsu image analysis 
technology. The technology will utilize satellite images and aerial photographs to 
recognize the boundaries between rice paddies and the embankments that separate 
them. 
 
Go to link:  http://phys.org/news/2012-08-fujitsu-image-analysis-technology-rice.html#jCp 

http://www.dm.gov.ae/
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/inside.asp?xfile=/data/nationgeneral/2012/August/nationgeneral_August218.xml&section=nationgeneral
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/inside.asp?xfile=/data/nationgeneral/2012/August/nationgeneral_August218.xml&section=nationgeneral
http://phys.org/news/2012-08-fujitsu-image-analysis-technology-rice.html#jCp





































