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ICA Commission on Cartography and Children

Terms of Reference 
2023-2027 term

Promote and disseminate the outcomes of research into map use by 
children and young people through an enhanced set of online 
bibliography and web links on cartography and children including 
publications in social networks.

Organize sessions and meetings to stimulate a debate on various aspects 
of cartography for children in the interest of collecting and publishing (in 
digital or/and printed format) the research results.

Promote the use of web-based cartographic solutions for visualization of 
geodata in School Cartography and Geography, including the use of GIS 
and GIS-based solutions in schools.



ICA Commission on Cartography and Children

Terms of Reference 
2023-2027 term

Develop stronger connections with other ICA commissions as appropriate 
and relevant international and regional organizations related to cartography 
and children.

Provide support to the ICA Executive Committee in relation to the rules, 
judging, and other tasks related to the Barbara Petchenik Children's World 
Map Competition, including the popularization of the Competition in social 
networks.
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Commission Meeting 2023
ICC 2023 | Cape Town, South Africa

• Meeting of the ICA Commission on Cartography 
and Children - 17 August 2023
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Upcoming Commission Meeting
ICC 2025 | Vancouver, Canada

• Meeting of the ICA Commission on 
Cartography and Children - 32nd 
International Cartographic Conference, 
Vancouver, Canada, August 16 – 22, 2025

https://icc2025.com/

https://icc2025.com/
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Joint ICA Workshop "Cartography Connecting Schools"
ICC 2023 | Cape Town, South Africa

• Organized by the Commission on Cartography and Children and the 
Commission on Maps and Graphics for Blind and Partially Sighted People

 Stellenbosch University
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• Our Commission colleagues had the opportunity to 
present their research in 3 sessions on Cartography 
and Children

Technical Sessions on Cartography and Children
ICC 2023 | Cape Town, South Africa
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• Tasks proposed by the ICA President at 
the ICA Retreat | Vienna, March 2024

Publications
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• A summary of publications related to the Barbara Petchenik 
Competition was made last year 

Booklet on the Children Map the 
World Series
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• International three-continent children’s mapping partnership project, being developed with 
South Africa and Brazil from January 2022

• The project is related to the Barbara Petchenik Children’s Map Competition 

International Projects
International Children’s Mapping Network (ICMN) Project
Geomatics and Cartographic Research Centre, GCRC, Carleton University
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• ICA Commission on Cartography and Children

Issue 30 | December 2023

All commission members are invited to 
contribute to the content of the next newsletters

Newsletter
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176 children’s 
drawings 32 countries 

Barbara Petchenik Competition 2023
Exhibition in Cape Town
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Barbara Petchenik Competition 2023
Awarding of Diplomas and Prizes to the Winners

Emmert Olivér, Hungary 

Map drawing “I imagine it 
like this”

First place in the 9-12-year 
age group, BPC2023 

Anaya Cherian, Canada

Map drawing “My Colourful Future” 

Second place in the 9-12-year age 
group, BPC2023
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• Peter van der Krogt (The Netherlands), international coordinator for about 25 years, retired in 
2023

• The commission faced the challenge of finding a colleague who would voluntarily carry out all the 
activities of an international coordinator

• Monika Kopecká from Slovakia accepted the role of the international coordinator

Barbara Petchenik Competition 2025
International Coordinator
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Barbara Petchenik Competition 2025
Selection of a Theme for the Barbara Petchenik Competitions 2025 & 2027

• First step: asking commission members and all interested colleagues to submit proposals for a 
new theme for the next two competitions.

• 54 themes were proposed by colleagues from 11 countries

• Second step: organization of an online voting process for selecting a new theme
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• Winner: Maps in everyday life
• Submitted by the Argentine Centre of 

Cartography and proposed by David Díaz

Barbara Petchenik 
Competition 2025
Selection of a Theme for the Barbara Petchenik Competitions 
2025 & 2027
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Barbara Petchenik Competitions
Children Map the World Series

2005 2009 2015 2015

2017 2021
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• Contacts with EsriPress to follow the series
• Last contact: 

Barbara Petchenik Competitions
Children Map the World Series
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• Contacts with EsriPress to follow the series
• Last contact: 

Barbara Petchenik Competitions
Children Map the World Series
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• Proposals submitted to Esri Press (July 2023):

• Following the series under other (maybe smaller) format. Example: pocketbook printed by the 
Argentine colleagues in 2019, celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the competition in the country

• Making of thematic volumes, illustrating a specific topic, e.g. the „SDGs in action” book made by 
the ICA Commission on Map Production and Geoinformation Management (Markust Jobst, 
Vienna) in 2021.

• The National Geographic Institute of Spain produced the first bilingual book (The World drawn by 
children) in 2021, texts were written in English and Spanish. Multilingual books could be an idea to 
consider in the future.

• Maps submitted to the competitions could be also used to illustrate and complete other books 
produced by EsriPress (not only) for children. 

Barbara Petchenik Competitions
Children Map the World Series
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• Possible change in the General rules (Silvia):

• “…The entry should be an original piece of work and it can be made using traditional methods 
(colour pencils, water colour, etc) or a computer program.”

• Proposal: Text “or a computer program” to be removed. Considerations: increasing use of AI 
but unfortunately often beyond the limits of what is permissible.

• For discussion: Comments from different countries that some of the maps had not been drawn by 
children. Of course, no one can be sure of this, but perhaps we should think about how to indicate 
that the drawings should be the work of the named authors.

Barbara Petchenik Competitions
General rules
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Follow us

https://www.facebook.com/icaccchttp://lazarus.elte.hu/ccc/ccc.htm

https://instagram.com/cartography_and_children



Silvia Marinova
Chair
University of Architecture, Civil 
Engineering and Geodesy
1 Hristo Smirnenski Blvd., 1164 Sofia
BULGARIA
e-mail: marinova_silvia@abv.bg

José Jesús Reyes Nuñez
Vice-Chair
Eötvös Loránd University
Pázmány Péter sétány 1/A,
H-1117 Budapest
HUNGARY
e-mail: jesusreyes@ik.elte.hu

Contact

ICA Commission on 
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